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Here we are at the beginning of another 
term. I saw many families around town 
during the holidays, at the Show and 
engaging with Territory Day. As a parent 
who is tasked with the responsibility of 
providing care for my children over the 
holidays, the idea of finding meaningful 
activities to engage my children is really 
important to me. Looking after two little 
boys (Luis 6 years, Eli 4 years) can be a 
challenge. The boys and I did some 
drawings over the holidays and from the 
drawings created stories. There were 
monsters and zombies and all manner of 
weird and wonderful creatures. There was 
no wrong or right with their stories,  just 
them creating and using their imaginations. 
I was impressed by their ability to express 
their thoughts - sometimes they needed 
assistance to explain their ideas but for the 
most part they had an idea and shared that 
in their own way. 

  

 

 

 

 

All this creativity provided me with lots to 
think about in regard to how we as parents 
engage with our children’s learning and 
what things we can do to encourage, 
support and inspire them to be the best 
they can be in their learning journey. I have 
to say it’s hard work to juggle; as parents 
we are busy people and to think about 
these things is often difficult.  We know 
that if we read with our children and if 
children read every day they will develop 
at a much higher rate. We know that less 
screen time is better for the development 
of a child. We know that we are in a 
developing world where we need to be 
preparing our children for  technological 
advances. We should play with our 
children more, and the list goes on. There 
are so many things to remember and we 

care about what happens for our children. 
Getting to the point, I have something I 
would like to share with you that ticks a 
few of these boxes and is actually fun. 

 

I love board gaming and I have been 
known to impose my hobby on my family. 
Here’s the thing: my kids love it. Over the 
holidays, during the week and on the 
weekends we gather and play games. It has 
come to the point where my children 
request to play regularly. The interesting 
thing is that board games provide many 
benefits to our children and equally to 
families. Scholastic has an article regarding 
board gaming for children and they share 
the benefits: 

·  number and shape recognition, 

grouping and counting 

·       letter recognition and reading 

·    visual perception and colour 

recognition 

·    eye-hand coordination and 

manual dexterity. 

Furthermore the benefits for you and to 
engage with your child while having some 
fun and destressing,  are equally 
important.  If you would like to explore this 
further, Haba and Think Fun Games have 
some excellent, fun educational games. 
You can find more information here: 
www.habausa.com  and  
www.thinkfun.com . If you would like to 
read more from Scholastic, follow the link 
below: 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/
resources/article/creativity-play/benefits-
board-games . 

 

TRANSITION SWIMMING 

On to some of the things that have been 
happening in our school this week: 
Swimming began and Transition students 
and their teachers have been heading off 
to the pool each day. It is a bit cold moving 
from classrooms to the bus and then to the 
pool but once there, the heated facility is 
excellent and our students have all been 

enjoying learning how to swim. Next week 
T/1 Walton, 1 Naqito and 1 Morris will be 
swimming, starting from Tuesday. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We had our annual photo day this week 
and the feedback from the photographers 
was that students were well-mannered 
and respectful, listening and obeying 
direction. We are proud of our students 
and the way they conduct themselves.  
Showing good manners and respect are 
important life skills.  

 

Have a great week and feel free to connect 
with us anytime. 

 

SHONTELL DOUGHERTY 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

¶ Whole school assembly 

tomorrow Friday 4th August @ 
8.30am on the Softfall 

¶ Interschool Cross Country and 

Orienteering for Yrs 4-6 students 
tomorrow Friday 4th August @ 
A/S Telegraph Station 

¶ Swimming for T-2 students 31st 

July-18th August 

 Year 1 08-11/08 

 Year 2 14-18/08 

ROSS PARK SCHOOL 
has a new telephone 

number!   

89552000 
Remember to alter 

your pre-set devices!  
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SWIMMING 

Swimming lessons continue NEXT WEEK - 
Year 1 classes (including T/1Walton). Year 2 
classes will take place in week 4. 
Information and permission notes have 
been distributed to families and there is a 
fee of $50 to help cover the costs of 
transport, swimming instructors and pool 
entry.  Some families put aside part of their 
Back to School subsidy at the start of this 
year—if you are unsure, please check with 
the school office. Children are to have 
sunscreen applied at home and bring 
bathers and towel to school.   

aǊǎ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦǳƴΗ 

 

NAPLAN  

Student reports will be sent home soon, 
once Australia-wide results are 
compiled.  If families have any questions 
about their children’s outcomes, please 
make an appointment to chat with our 
senior staff.   

 

HATS! 

Stocks of the new 
style Fair Trade 
hats (chosen by 
our students 
earlier this year) 
have now arrived 

and are for sale at $20 each.  Call 
into the school office to try one on!  

 

 

 

aǳŶƴǎ ƻƴƭȅ ϷнΦллΗ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GROSS MOTOR PROGRAM 

A twice weekly program, involving 
students from Year TR—6, is underway 
this term, co-ordinated by our valued 
Support Staff.  The program involves 
children’s bigger muscles and activities 
include balancing, core strength routines 
and even bubble blowing!  Our students 
take part enthusiastically!  

 

ART LESSONS 

Paul Klee, a famous 

artist, once said, 

“drawing is like 

taking a line for a 

walk.” 

In 5/6 Robertson 

Yang, Mr Dougherty 

has begun teaching 

students art. He 

showed some of his 

own artwork and 

then taught some foundation skills, 

starting with line.   Students will be 

utilising their learning to investigate their 

identities over the term, linking with the 

Big Idea focus for our school. 

 

STAFF PROFILE 

Mrs Jane Marshall works with students to 
develop their English speaking, listening, 
reading and writing skills.  She also works 
with teachers, to support them with 
extending the learning for those students 
and even trains other staff to deliver on-
going programs!  Jane is a much 
appreciated resource at our school! 

INVENTIVE! 

Ms Lovegrove’s Year 3 students are 
creating their own non-fiction books 
about  animals.  Each student is 
researching and investigating their 
chosen animal and the ‘published’ 
books will become sources of 
information for the whole class!  

 

 

 

 

 

ACHIEVERS! 

Many of our students took part in the ABC Half 

Marathon last weekend and D’Arcy, Raythen 

Riley (4/5SWS) and Bodhi (5/6SA) completed 

the course admirably.  Well done boys! 
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! ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǎ ǝƳŜǘŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘτŎŀƭƭ 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŶŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅΦ  wǳƴǎ 

ŀũŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ІмΣ ІпΣ Іс ŀƴŘ Іу Φ !ƭǎƻΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŶŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  Dƻ ǘƻ 

ǿǿǿΦƴǘΦƎƻǾΦŀǳκǇǳōƭƛŎǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  

IMPROVEMENT! 

Finally, the bush shelter behind the 

hall has been demolished and new 

supports and shade sails erected!  

Some painting is still to be finished 

but the area is looking so much 

better!  

PERFORMING ARTS 

hǳǊ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘǎ Ŏƻ-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ aǎ WŜǎǎ 

aƻƻƴŜȅΣ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ мф ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ 

aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƻŦ CƛƎŀǊƻέΤ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ нл ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƘƻƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .9!¢ 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΤ ŀƭǎƻ 

ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀ tƭŀȅ 5ŀȅ ŦƻǊ b¢ aǳǎƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ нл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΤ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƻ 

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΤ  ŀƴŘ Ǉƛŀƴƻ 

ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅτŀƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ 
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