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Here we are at the beginning of another
term. | saw many families around town
during the holidays, at the Show and
engaging with Territory Day. As a parent
who is tasked with the responsibility of
providing care for my children over the
holidays, the idea of finding meaningful
activities to engage my children is really
important to me. Looking after two little
boys (Luis 6 years, Eli 4 years) can be a
challenge. The boys and | did some
drawings over the holidays and from the
drawings created stories. There were
monsters and zombies and all manner of
weird and wonderful creatures. There was
no wrong or right with their stories, just
them creating and using their imaginations.
| was impressed by their ability to express
their thoughts - sometimes they needed
assistance to explain their ideas but for the
most part they had an idea and shared that
in their own way.
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All this creativity provided me with lots to
think about in regard to how we as parents
engage with our children’s learning and
what things we can do to encourage,
support and inspire them to be the best
they can be in their learning journey. | have
to say it’s hard work to juggle; as parents
we are busy people and to think about
these things is often difficult. We know
that if we read with our children and if
children read every day they will develop
at a much higher rate. We know that less
screen time is better for the development
of a child. We know that we are in a
developing world where we need to be
preparing our children for technological
advances. We should play with our
children more, and the list goes on. There
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Getting to the point, | have something |
would like to share with you that ticks a
few of these boxes and is actually fun.
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I love board gaming and | have been
known to impose my hobby on my family.
Here’s the thing: my kids love it. Over the
holidays, during the week and on the
weekends we gather and play games. It has
come to the point where my children
request to play regularly. The interesting
thing is that board games provide many
benefits to our children and equally to
families. Scholastic has an article regarding
board gaming for children and they share
the benefits:

number and shape recognition,
grouping and counting

letter recognition and reading

visual perception and colour
recognition

eye-hand coordination and
manual dexterity.

Furthermore the benefits for you and to
engage with your child while having some
fun and destressing, are equally
important. If you would like to explore this
further, Haba and Think Fun Games have
some excellent, fun educational games.
You can find more information here:
www.habausa.com and
www.thinkfun.com . If you would like to
read more from Scholastic, follow the link
below:

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/
resources/article/creativity-play/benefits-
board-games .

TRANSI TI ON SWI MMI NG

On to some of the things that have been
happening in our school this week:
Swimming began and Transition students
and their teachers have been heading off
to the pool each day. It is a bit cold moving
from classrooms to the bus and then to the
pool but once there, the heated facility is
excellent and our students have all been

. are so many things to remember and we
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Week 2, Term 3

3rd August, 2017

Dates to

ﬂ Whole school assembly
tomorrow Friday 4th August @
8.30am on the Softfall

Interschool Cross Country and
Orienteering for Yrs 4-6 students
tomorrow Friday 4th August @
A/S Telegraph Station

Swimming for T-2 students 31st
July-18th August

Year 1 08-11/08

Year 2 14-18/08

enjoying learning how to swim. Next week
T/1 Walton, 1 Nagito and 1 Morris will be
swimming, starting from Tuesday.

SCHOOL PHOTOS

We had our annual photo day this week
and the feedback from the photographers
was that students were well-mannered
and respectful, listening and obeying
direction. We are proud of our students
and the way they conduct themselves.
Showing good manners and respect are
important life skills.

Have a great week and feel free to connect
with us anytime.
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Assistant Principal
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ROSS PARK
has a new telephone
number!

89552000

Remember to alter
your pre-set devices!
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GROSS MOTOR PROGRAM
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SWI MMI NG
Swimming lessons continue NEXT WEEK -
Year 1 classes (including T/1Walton). Year 2
classes will take place in week 4.

Information and permission notes have Support St af . The prog
been distributed to families and there is a children’s bigger myscl e
fee of $50 to help cover the costs of include balancing, clore
transport, swimming instructors and pool and even bubble bl owing!
entry. Some families put aside part of their ACHI EVERS! take part enthusiastgally
Back to School subsidy at the start of this .
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ut||ismg their learning to investigate their
identities over the term, linking with the
Big Idea focus for our school.
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Mrs Jane Marshall works with students to
develop their English speaking, listening,
reading and writing skills. She also works
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senior staf. hall has been demolished and new i
supports and shade sails erected!
Some painting is still to be finished
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